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1. Naven (Iatmul rite)-Papua New Guinea-Tambanum. 2. Iatmul (Papua New Guinea people)-Rites and ceremonies. 3. Iatmul (Papua New Guinea people)-Kinship. 4. Iatmul (Papua New Guinea people)-Psychology. 5. Women, Iatmul-Social conditions. 6. Masculinity-Papua New Guinea-Tambanum. 7. Motherhood-Papua New Guinea-Tambanum. 8. Patrilineal kinship-Papua New GuineaTambanum. 9. Ceremonial exchange-Papua New Guinea-Tambanum. Much of what I did, or did not, learn about anthropology occurred in Ford Hall, the former location of the Department of Anthropology at the University of Minnesota. Of my many teachers, I am particularly indebted to Gene Ogan's compassionate morality, theoretical judiciousness, and sweeping knowledge of Paci‹c anthropology. I continue to draw from John Ingham's psychological and psychoanalytic insights. Above all, I thank David Lipset, who proposed that I conduct ‹eldwork in the Sepik, suggested Tambunum, introduced me to the work of Bateson, supervised my doctoral dissertation, and aided me during moments of unforeseen dif‹culties in Wewak, prior to my arrival in the village. Our conversations about Bakhtin and Sepik ethnology have been an ongoing source of inspiration. I also wish to acknowledge dialogue with other Sepik anthropologists who have clari‹ed various aspects of my thinking, or sought to do so, including Kathleen Barlow, Paul Roscoe, Nancy Lutkehaus, and Borut Telban.
Various portions of this manuscript were also enhanced by the opportunities to present papers at the Department of Anthropology, University of Hawaii; Australian National University; numerous classes at DePauw University; and annual meetings of the Association for Social Anthropology in Oceania and the American Anthropological Association. The Department of Anthropology at Brandeis University kindly lent me of‹ce space during summer 1995. I am also grateful to Michael Houseman and Carlo Severi for sending me a draft of their 1998 book about the naven rite and to Bernard Juillerat who did likewise with his 1999 article. By discussing my research and, in the case of the former, by differing, both of these publications encouraged me to re‹ne my thinking.
M. Catherine Bateson and the Institute for Intercultural Studies kindly granted me permission to quote from Gregory Bateson's unpublished Iatmul ‹eldnotes.
Gilbert Herdt read a prior draft of this book and offered helpful advice. So, too, did two anonymous reviewers. I hope they are pleased with the results.
Susan McDowell and Edith Welliver kindly assisted my comprehension of German with their superb translations. I also hail various colleagues at DePauw xii I Acknowledgments University who provided intellectual stimulation and jovial conviviality; you know who you are. John M. Hollingsworth, Staff Cartographer of Indiana University, drew the ‹ne map. The photos are all my own, taken in Tambunum in 1988-1990 and 1994 ; many of them were kindly developed by the Australian Museum.
At the University of Michigan Press, I acknowledge the patience and advice of Susan Whitlock and especially Ingrid Erickson.
Finally, for the simple reason that no dedication will ever suf‹ce, I want to recognize again the innumerable contributions of Andrea and our two children, Sam and Zoe. They have enhanced this book and my own understanding of the human experience in more ways than they know. Sam and Zoe in particular have taught me that any analysis of culture that is devoid of a sense of its joys and wonders is truly banal. If there is a lesson here, it is you who have shown it to me.
